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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely Hied 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
• Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 March 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) US4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 12 December 2001 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) |3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) EH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) £3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5.9.10 . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed June 28, 2002 as paper no. 5 
fails to comply with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each 
U.S. and foreign patent; each publication or that portion which caused it to be 
listed; and all other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It 
has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein 
has not been considered. A copy of the application listed has not been 
submitted. From 37 CFR 1.98, (d) A copy of any patent, publication, pending 
U.S. application or other information, as specified in paragraph (a) of this 
section, listed in an information disclosure statement is required to be 
provided, even if the patent, publication, pending U.S. application or other 
information was previously submitted to, or cited by, the Office in an earlier 
application, unless: (1) The earlier application is properly identified in the 
information disclosure statement and is relied on for an earlier effective filing 
date under 35 U.S.C. 120; and (2) The information disclosure statement 
submitted in the earlier application complies with paragraphs (a) through (c) of 
this section. Here, the listed application is not relied upon for an earlier 
effective filing date, therefore a copy must be submitted for consideration. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sludikoff et al 5,232,221 (hereinafter Slud). 

Slud discloses a lottery game played by selecting a plurality of multiple 
digit rows of numbers, and the game is played over a series of draws or days. 
In implementing Slud's game, at least one player-selected combination of 
indicia is obtained, a first randomly generated combination of indicia is 
obtained, matches are determined, a second randomly generated combination 
is obtained and the determination made again. Note that the instant claim 
language does not require the player selected combinations to be the same in 
the comparison, just that each is "at least one* player selected combination. 
The more numbers one matches in Slud, the higher the payout, and as the 
payouts are cumulative over the week with different games and different odds, 
and the possibility of multiple wins on a single ticket, the payouts are 
nonlinearly increasing for a plurality of winning rounds of play. The precise 
manner in which the prize pool is allocated can be tailored to meet the 
objectives of the lottery sponsor. Slud is implemented using existing on-line 
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Art Unit: 3714 

equipment, thus utilizes a computer and a networking arrangement. A though 
reading of Slud, given the above interpretations should enlighten all claimed 
limitations as broadly claimed in the instant application. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. The additionally cited art relates to similar lottery 
systems with features in common with applicants disclosure. Note particularly 
the patents to Alexoff, Jarvis, and Walker et al which allow a player to play the 
same set of numbers over a plurality of different random draws. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Jessica J. Harrison whose telephone 
number is 703-308-2217. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 
hour/M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tom Hughes can be reached on 703-308-1806. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 703-308-0858. 



Conclusion 




Jessica J. Harrison 
Primary Examiner 
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